L_| 


eee | 





Tr the Cleudta Journad 


Wordtn 


v3 

















b 





FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1819. 


239 














WE CALCUTRA JOURNAL .. 





Vor. V.3 


General Summary of News. 


[No. 101 


a ee 


ASIA, 


Persian Gulph.—By the arrival of the ship Volanteer, Capt. Waterman, 
from the Persian Gulph, we bave received advices from that quarter up to 
the 15th of Jaly. 

It appears that the depredations of the Pirates in the Gulph had at 
Jength attracted the attention of the Bombay Government in so serious a 
way, that an Officer, Captain Sadler( we believe of H. M. 47th Foot) had 
been sent to the Gulph, with a view to concert with Ibrahim Pasha, the son 
of the Egyptain Vice-roy who had already made a victorious march across 
the whole ofthe Peninsula of Arabia, from Jedda on the shores of the Red 
Sea to Lahsa, on the shores of the Persian Gulph, from whence it was ap- 
prehended that he contemplated a descent, upon the Island of Bahrein, 
now under (the Government of an Independant Arab Chieftain, friendly at 
Jeast to, if not in actual alliance with, the Pirates in question, as receiving 
their prizes, and furnishing them with supplies. 

Whether from conceiving his object accomplished, by the destruction 
of the Wahabee Power through the deserts, or from merely religious motives 
is not distinetly stated, but all our letters mention the fact of Ibrahim Pasha 
having retired from Lahsa, aeross the whole of the peninsula of Arabia to 
Taye or Taif, a delightful spot on an elevated site, a short distance to the 
S. E. of Mecca, to await the next pilgrimage to the holy city. 


Captain Sadler it appears; was not influenced by this circumstance to 
abandon his mission and return, so, that it is probable he was charged with 
something of considerable importance to induce bim to undertake such a 
Jong and barrassing journey ashe has entered on. He left Bushirein the H.-C, 
cruiser Vestal, on the 16th of June, for a port on the Arabian side of the Per- 
sian Gulph, named Adzsar, which we do notremember to have seen marked 
in the ordinary Charts. The state of the weather was most unfavorable for 
this journey, the thermometer at Bushire being 104 on board the ships in 
the roads, under the poop deck, and at Bussorah 100‘ behind well water- 
ed tatiies at the Resident’s house, and 112‘ on board the ships in the river, 
while at Baghdad, judging from the usual experience of its greater heat 
than either of those last mentioned places, it was probably 120‘ That part 
of the Desert of central Arabia, over which Captain Sadler would have to 
pass before he could reach Tayef, would, however, no doubt be still hotter, 
and we should not hesitate to state it as highly probable, that in Arab tents 
it would be found to be 130‘ at the hottest periods of the day. This is the 
period of the Simoom too, or poisonous winds pf the Desert, and there is 
scarcely a verdant spot, or a supply of sweet water to be found in all this 
tract according to Arab testimony; for no European foot has ever yet 
trodden those wastes in the track he will have to follow. 

Captain Sadler is fortunately a man of strong constitution and a man 
of keen observation ; but the necessity of his travelling as an European 
Officer, and being unacquainted with the language of the country, will ne- 
cessarily confine his sources of information, though itis impossible even to 
pass over such an unexplored tract of country and toretura in safety, with- 
cut the most unqualified and unobservant traveller, having much to com- 
municate that would be both. new and useful. 

One of our Correspondents says, “ considering that these savage Bedou- 
ins travel at noon-day, with the thermometer at 130° instead of at night, 
as we do in Persia, and that Captain Sadler can have no conveniences 
with him, and has 00 medival attendant, I think even his health and spirits 
will bardly bear it.” 

Of the Joassamee Pirates, regarding the extirpation of whom this 
Mission undoubtedly refers,—our Letters say, that they still continued 
scarcely atal! diminished, either in their force, or in their means of exer- 
cising it. His Majesty’s Ship Curlew, was lying at Bushire. The Honora- 
ble Company’s Cruizer Teignmouth, had goue to cruise off Ras-ul-Kbyma, 
the chief port of the Pirates, and the Honorable Company’s Cruizer Nau- 
tilus, Captain Faithful, to cruise off the Southern part of Bahrein, in or- 
der to pick up boats going in with prizes, or plundered property for sale there. 


Four of the largest of these pirate vessels had got safe into Babrein, 
with their spoile, and exposed for sale in the public bazars there, rich Vel- 
vets, Europe chintzes, musiius, and other manufactured goods, taken out of 
some unfortunate vessel that had fallen, says our Correspondent, into the 
bands of these Asiatic Algerines. 


, Madras.—By the arrival of the ships Almorah and Alberton from 
Madras, we have received English Papers of the 21st and 26th of May, and 
three of the jatest Madras Papers of the 15th, Mth, and 17th of September, 
including the Government Gazette, Madras Gazette, and Macras Courier. 
The London Times of the 25th contains the first portion of the Pacliameatary 
Debates on the Bank Report, and the Morning Chronicle of the 26ih, the 
end of this Debate. We can only say, that the Resolutions of the Com- 
mittee of the House for a return to-a metallic currency at a given period 
were carried without division, notwithstanding the strong opposition of the 
Bankers and mouicd capitalists, 





Oar private Letters coming by this occasion state, that Mr. Wilkinson's 
case was to be brought on again at the India House on the 2nd of June, and 
there was very little doubt of its being determined in his favor. The Stocks 
had declined in consequence of the return to cash payments and probable 
limitation to Bank issues, and great consternation prevailed in the City. 
The Dutchess of Kent was safely delivered of a Daughter, on the 24th, and 
was doing well on the 26th of May. 

We have room to mention only these items of European intelligence, 
the details of which we shall present soon at length, and give in the mean 
time the following paragraphs from the Madras Papers mentioned. 

The Madras Roads presented a melancholy spectacle on Sunday, the 
12th of September, inasmuch as it shewed the inactivity and stagna- 
tion of all Commerce at this Port. With the exception of the H. C. Ship 
Catherine, now loading for England, not a Vessel besides Country Craft, and 
of these even there are few comparatively, remained in the Roads. The 
prospect is indeed gloomy for the Commercial world, for the stagnation of 
trade, though not so great as it is here, prevails in a degree as well in Cal- 
cutta as at Bombay. From Europe our accounts are equally discouraging 
—every where the markets are overstocked, and unless some favourable 
change takes place speedily to occasion a vent for the produce with which 
the markets are glutted, we feartbe mercantile community have along sea- 
son before them of doubt and anxiety. 


Amongst other articles of Commercial news, we notice with regret, that 
late letters from Bourdeaux from an eminent house, mention that trade ia 
France was cowpletely at a stand, and that allenterprise was at av end; 
and in particular as regards this country, that the speculations last year 
had been so ruinous, that not a single vessel was engaged in the trade, and 
none were expected to be dispatched for Iudia during the whole of the 
present year. 


The attractions at the Settlement during the past week were, the Pubiic 
Assembly, Mr. Jalla, and the Lottery. The Assembly at the Pantheon 
Rooms was as usual well attended and greatly enjoyed by those votaries of 
pleasure who joined the lively circle. The Dancing was kept up with vi- 
gour, and indeed the Balls altogether of the last two or three months appear 
to have given so much satisfaction, that our Belles may repose wiih confi- 
dence in the certainty of the permanent establishment of regular Assen ies 
in this gay town, After all, we think we could propose considerable amcad- 
ments to the present rules of the Public Balls, by simply imitatiug the re- 
gulations of our more polished neighbours in the art of pleasure at Calcutta, 
which we imagine would secure them a more universal patronage and a more 
permanent existence. We would enlarge upon this subject, were we not 
afraid of being accused of “meddling” of “ attempting to change that which 
we cannot enjoy or amend,” and a thousand other charges of equal weight 
which are always brought forward against reformers, let the reform aimed 
at, be ever so innocent or necessary. We will however brave all that may 
be said of us, and we will ask the fashionable world and the “lovers of social 
and elegant entertainment” to tell us , whether the Conversazioni doesnot hold 
oat a prospect of varied rational delight, that cannot be experienced at-any 
Public Ball? The Conversazioni never fail to offer varied amusement to the 
lovers of the sprightly dance, of Cards, of Chess and Backgammon, and 
amusements of this mixed description with their eteeteras. We remember 
that these Assemblies were first instituted in Caleutta in 1817, and they have 
ever since been spoken of, in terms of admiration as the best of ail public 
amusements, accompanied by unanimous wishes for their re-establishment, 
—We mention this to shew the success that attended them in the refined 
Society of the Indian Metropolis, Here then’we quote the rules established 
at Calcutta, as worthy of imitation by the Stewards and promoters of public 
amusements at Madras, as being calculated in our opinion to prolong the period 
of thcir establishment, and to promote the pleasure of those who attend them, 


Mr. Jalla’s extraordinary performances of slight of hand, &c. &c. con- - 
tinues to attract numerous and genteel audiences. We have considerable 
satisfaction in know?ng that our Journal, the Madras Courier, has been the 
humble medium of procuring increased patronage for a deserving and 
clever man, and of informing its readers where they could pass a few 
evening hours with rationality, mirth, and astonishment. We understand 
the grand trick we mentioned in our last, of “making disappear any Gentle- 
man’s or Lady’s shirt” is reserved for M. Jalla’s finale. 


The Drawing of the Madras Lottery continued on Priday the 10th, 
and Tuesday the 14th of September; on which days the following Prizes 
above 250 Rupees were drawn, 

Frtvay.—No. 5386'a Prize of 50,000 Rapees. No, 2890 a Prize of 
30,000 Rupees. Nos. 1266 2424 Prizes of 6,000 Rupees each. No. 3683 
a Prize of 1,000 Rupees, Nos. 1596 1777 2296 and 4842 Prizcé of 500 
Rupees each. . 

Turspay.— No, 5172, a Prizeof 100,000 Rupees, - Nos. 724, 1869, 1102, 
2060, 2887, 3406, 3966, 1900, 6152, Prizes of G00: Rupees cach, 

‘ie ; 
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The Honorable Sir George Cooper embarked in the Ship Reliance, 
Captain Pike, for Bombay, on Sunday the 12th September, under the salute 
due to his rank. 

Ceylon.—His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon has again proceeded 
to the interior of the Island: The Governor, with Lady Brownrigg, and 
the party who accompanied them, reached Kandy on the 25th ult. 


Port Louis, August 7, 1819.—On Tuesday the 27th July 1819, the 22d 
Regiment sailed from this Port on board the Transports which were sent to 
convey.them to England. They had served in these Islands since the year 
i810, and acqgired the esteem and regard of the fnhabitants.—The copy of 
the General Order issued on their embarkation and which we have the sa- 
tisfaction to subjoio, will best speak what their conduct has been, and how 
duly it has been appreciated in the quarter best qualified to judge and re- 
ward their merits.—We have also the gratification of adding copies of the 
Address presented to Colonel Dalrymple on this occasion by the Principal 
Inhabitants and of his Answer.—A Ball was given to Mrs. Dalrymple by 
the friends of that family ; it was honoured by the presence of all that was 
highest in rank, most fascinating iu beauty and elegance, and most respect- 
able in character ia this Colony. The regret at parting was sincerely and 
mutaally felt by the Regiment and the Colony. Kven the anticipations of 
home could not dispel the gloom which seemed to hang over every individu- 
al as he quitted the shores, on which he left so many friends, 


Cashmeer.—The principal object of interest in the Lahore Ukhbars 
continues to be the conquest of Cashmeer. At one time Dewaa Chund, the 
Sirdar who commanied the Sik’h troops on the occasion, was ander consi- 
derable alarm, in consequence of the hostile preparations of Bhola Sing, 
who seemed resolved to resist his Adcances, and counteract his measures. 
The Sirdar requested the presence of Ranjeet Sing to frustrate the attempts 
of this daring enemy. ‘The Lahore Chicf. however,thought it best to stay 
in his capital, and appointed Motee-ram the Tehsildar of Cashmeecr, aided 
by 500 Sepoys, to secure the collections of revenue. The brothers of Khoo- 
shal Sing are appointed to preside over the Civil and Criminal courts of the 
province. It appears that the expence of keeping the Sik’b troops at Cash- 
meer is estimated at two lacs of rupees per month! The suwars are said 
to be 2,000 iv number, the city and neighbourhood being stiliin an agitated 
state, and apprehensions being entertained about the movements of Bhola 
Sing. His encampment is now close to Cashmeer, but his force is probably 
of no great extent and unequal to cope effectually with Dewan Chund. 


The mountainous country between Lahore and Cashmeer is not favora- 
ble to the interest of the Sik’hs. The numberless petty chiefs in that quar- 
ter have mavifested strong repugnance to the encroachments of Rupjeet 
Sing, steadily refusing the demanded tribute. 

Peshawur.—Peshawur is still in the hands of an officer in the service of 
Mahommud Uzeem Khan, who had proceeded toCaubul. Itis said to be 
the intention of Ranjeet Sing to send an expedition to the former place 
inymediate’y after the close of the rains ; as the Afghan people are reported 
to be weary of their present ruler. [Govt. Gaz. 


Berhampore, Sept. 18.—We were too sanguine in our expectations of a 
fall of cain, when Lb despotched my last. The showers have been partial in 
this vicinity, and althoush we had not so much as we were Jed to expect 
from the appearance of weather, still there has been sufficient to preserve the 
paddy crops from total destruction; the wind has been vaniable, tho’ gene- 
rally incliuiag to the eastward, and we entertain hopes, that the change of 
the moon will bring us more copious showers. The price of graiu continues 
to eucrease, and the sufferings of the labouring class.of Natives in propor- 
tion. 


The system of monopoly alluded to in my last calls, and loudly, for the 
mterposition of the legislature, an examp!e of two or three of the most no- 
torious charveters would probably be the means of deterring others, and the 
grain might be sold at much more reasonable rates. The present scarcity 
is chiefly artificial, and the evil to be apprehended from it is—the lower 
classes of natives being driven to despair, will have recourse to plunder, and 
the cowntry be overrun with petty thieves and decoits, while not ashadow of 
a doubt can be entertained of there being a sufficient quantity of grain in the 
country to supply the population at least at more reasonable prices than the 
present. ‘Vho system under which the Ryott cultivates is favorable to mo- 
nopely. 

,The Majahjans or Chowdries provide him with funds to pay his revenue, 
purchase seed, and support his family, andin return heis bound to deliver 
them the produce. If the season fails, he is commonly involved in debt 
beyond jis means to liquidate, and consequently becomes completely in 
the power of his Mahajan. He is scldom more fortugate with his winter 
crops, as his a cessities frequently compe! him to dispose of it before this 
time. of harvest, if it consists of such grain as will answer for grazing of 
catile, it is purchased by the Gwallors or Cow-keepers, which is gene- 
rally the choice of the Ryott, as it ensures a ready sale, was the Ryott 
a free agent, add could bring his grain to market, we should see him more 
fortunate with his winter crops as his necessities frequently compel him to 
dispose of it before this time of harvest. Was the Ryott a free agent and 
could bting bis grain to market e should seldom hear of scarcity ; but while 
the cultivation is thus held.in thraldom by the Mahajans, they can create 
ani artificial one atpleasure. 


The Indigo Planters in this neighbourhood have had a more produc- 
tive season than they lave for some years experienced. The showery wea- 
ther has beom highly favorable \to the plaet, which is of a tender nature and 
soon destroyed by too much sun or heavy rain, 


Cholera. 





Brigadier General Doveton arrived here on bis way to the Upper Pro« 
vinees, and proceeded again on the 13th. 


The city still continues sickly, but I have not heard -of any cases of 


The limits of my paper preclude the possibility of my saying any thing 
on the state of Moorshedabad, which, with the entertainment given by Hig 
Highness the Nizam of Bengal, to the Civil and Military Gentlemen of the 
Station, on the festival of the Bebrah, will be the subject of a separate, 
Letter, and I shall endeavour to accompany it with a Sketch, 


Dinapore, Sept. 15.—The military continue here precisely in the same 
strength, the European Regiment and 4th and 14th Native Infantry, nor is 
there any rumour of a change. The 2i Division of the 11th Light Dragoons, 
passed this station two days since in progress, to Cawnpore, ali well, they 
bad lost one man during their passage from the Presidency. The continu- 
ance of the raius has entirely destroyed all fears of the approach of famine, 
while the regularity and mildness of their fall, induces the most faiterine 
anticipations of large and excellent crops in every species of graia. The 
oullahs near the Cantonments are fail, denoting that the rains extend far to 
the westward. 


The following anecdote will tend to shew the efficacy of the use of coms 
mon salt, when applied to the bodies of drowned persons, immediately om 
their recovery from the water. 


A young child belonging to the Drom Major of the Eoropean Regi- 
ment, by some accident fel] into a nullah in the rear of the Barracks, and 
contioued in the water near twenty minutes. When taken oat, life was ap- 
parently extinct, and all hopes were lost of restoring animation; but after 
the failure of several methods, the application of common salt to its body 
was made, and it was rubbed fur a considerable time, when it was restored, 
to life and its afflicted parents. 


€xtizpation of Bats. 


To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal. 








Str, 

[ think it was one of your late Numbers that announced a recent discoe 
very, in the use now made at home, of the skin of an animal, which has ge- 
nerally been considered of the most mischievous and troublesome kind, and 
the destruction of which has given not only a living, but a Royal Livery to a 
set of ingenious fellows, known by the application of the King’s Rat Catchers, 

No sooner had I perased your account, than the advantage which might be 
derived to the merchant bere, from the exportation to the mother-country, of 
an article so likely to be in demand, presented itself strongly to my imagina- 
tion. In Calcutta, our houses, godowns, street, and gullies, are swarming 
with rats, of an enormous size: the almost total failure in the last season of 
our Cotton crops, the limited quantity at present in the market of Indigo, and 
some other staple commodities and the moderate rate at which Freight, is 
now procurable, were tempting considerations. A supply of skins might rea- 
dily be obtained, cured, packed, and shipped off in a quantity equal to the 
full frieghtage of, say siz at least, of our London or Liverpool Traders, and 
the profits according to the most liberal calculation promised to be very 
considerable and had accident not thrown in my way an old English News- 
paper, 1 should in allin probability have emtered boldly apon a speculation 
which might have ruined me. 

Extract from the Paper alladed to—* Three methods of lessening the 
number of Rats.” 


First.—Introduce them at table as a delicacy ; they would probably 
be savoury food, and if nature has not made them so, the cook may. Rat-pye 
would be as good as Rook-pye, and four tails intertwisted like the serpents 
of the Delphic tripod and rising like a spiral obelisk, would crest the crust 
more fantastically than pigeon’s feet. After a while they might be declared 
Game by the Legislature, which would materially expedite their extirpation. 

Second.— Make use of their fur. Ratskin robes for the ladies would be 
beautilul, warm, costly, and new. Fashiow requires only the two lasi quali- 
ties: it is to be hoped the former would not be objectionabie. The import. 
ance of such fashions to our farmers to have weight. 

Third/y.—Innoculate some subjects with the small pox or any other ine 
fectious disease, and turn them loose. Experiment should first be made, lest 
the discase should assume in them so new a form as to be capable of being 
returned to us with interest. If it succceded, man has means in his hands 
which would thin the hyenas, wolves, jackalls, and other gregarious beasts 
of prey. ; 

N. B. If any ofour Patriotic Societies should think proper to award 
a gold medal, silver cup, or other remumeration, to either of these methods 
the projector has left his address with the Editor. 

A pernsal of the foregoing, damped at once the ardour of my design ; for 
[ naturally came to this conclusion, that where so many palatable, profita- 
ble, and plausible methods, had long ago been proposed, not merely for exe 
tirpating these an?nials, but for rendering them aseful to man, and which 
had been entirely neglected, what hope of advantage could be rationally en. 
tertained from the more recent discovery of turning their skins into upper 
leathers for the shoes of the fairest and dearest, but allow me to say Mr. Edie 
tor, the moet fickle part of the creation! 

Your's Obediently, 


Calcutta, Sept. 27, 1819. BACHELOR BLUFF, 
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Q Parting Cord, 


(From Mr, Buckingham to the Select Vestry.) 





The Select Vestry having followed the example of their magnanimous 
Advocates, at the Meeting of the Town Hall, in divesting me of that Edi- 
torial capacity which common courtesy usnally allows to the Conductors 
of Pablic Journals, uotil arraigned for trial before legally constituted Courts, 
and singled me out by name to answer for high crimes and misdemcanours ; 
I shrink not from the contest, but under my own name, since they weil honor 
it by associating it with truth while they would fain brand it with falsehood, 
I stand forward, now in my own defence, and say to them as a body— 

F “ Out of thine own moath will I condemn thee.” 

It will be scarcely necessary to premise that tho’ the Government 
Gazette, in which these accusations against me have been inserted, is, 
as far as the Official Orders of the Government are concerned, an 
organ of that Government; yet neither they, nor the Editor of that print, 
can be supposed to be necessarily so implicated vy their sanctions as to 
become in avy way a party to many, or perhaps most of the produciions 
inserted in its columns, under different signatures, more particularly when, 
asin the present instance, the signature is that ef a public servant, of 
a public body, executing bis trust as Clerk of the Select Vestry, under whose 
orders he acis. 


I shall proceed therefore, in the present instance, to give my accusers all 
the advantage possible, by printing their own Statement, or as much of it 
as goes to charge me with falsehood and a long traia of other crimes; and 
note at the foot of it by way of commentary, what I have to urge in refuta- 
tion; and it will then be seen, I hope, that after a week’s preparation of a 
short and simple document, aided as they might have been by the zeal oi 
one individual who could have proved my Statement shameful and scanda!- 
ous, if he, had time; and the talents of another, who with the Journal in his 
hand, would have proved us guilty if he had permission ; they have atlength 
only got deeper into the mire, and confirmed the truth of what in their rha- 
racter they should have known or apprebended, that ‘‘ He who diggeth a pit 
for another, shall fal] therein himself.” 

The Statement put forth by the Select Vestry, with the official signature 
of their Clerk, is.as follows :— 





(For the Government Gazette.) 


Serr. 30, 1819. 


No Editor having afforded gratuitous insertion to the Vestry Accompts. 
they are presented by the manificenee of an individual for insertion in the 
Government Gazette, without expence to the Poor’s Fund. On this oceca- 
sion the Select Vestry, by no means pledging themselves generally to no. 
tice accusations in a Newspaper, think it proper to make some remarks on 
a Statement in the Calcatta Journal. 


I. On the 20th instant Mr. Buckingham addressed to the Vestry 
Clerk, the voluntary offer following ; ** If the abstract Statement of the Ves- 
try Funds required to be printed, can be got iutoa page, sead them to me, 
and they shall appear inour Paper of to-morrow, or on Wednesday at 
furthest, without charge.” The detailed Receipts, Legacies, and special 
Donations, together with the aggregate Disbursements and the Expenditure 
of each year under its several heads, might probably with ease bave been 
comprised in Mr. Buckingham’s page. —— Note (1). 


Bat ifhe could not publish the Accompts either thus cartailed or as 
they were, he should at least have had the integrity not to garble them in- 
to such a pitifnl fallacious Abstract, and notto mislead the Public by infer- 
ences from his own wilfulness, or error.——— Note (2). 





Notes. 


(1). The form of the Abstract, accompanying the present issue on a 
detached sheet, is sufficient to shew that it could not, in its present shape, 
be brought into one of the pages of the Calcutta Journal ; and 900 copies 
have therefore been struck off from the form used in the Government Ga- 
zette of yesterday, politely furnished to us by the Editor of that Paper for 
this purpose. 


(2) If by garble is meant to “sift, to separate, to part.” which are the 
definitions of the term given by Johnson, I am not ashamed of it, as it was 
my object to sift the account so as to arrive at the essence of it, namely 
the totals of the three heads, under which it was given. If by the term is 
meant “false,” for it is only that which could go to impeach my integrity, 
or make it “a pitiful fallacious Abstract, tending to mislead the Public 
by inferences from my own wilfulness or error,” Ideny the charge—I in- 
sist, that the Statement was true, and I refer to the short Copy of the Ab- 
stract then given, which is here repeated—for the sake of comparing it 
with that published in the Government Gazette of yesterday; and I ask all 
those who may take the trouble to make the comparison, whether it is 
not accurate toa figure. The condemnation of those, who will not take 
the trouble to compare them, can affect me-but little, The Statement sent 
forth om Wednesday last, and hese re-published, is as follows, 





His assertion “ that from the year 1811 to 1816, the amount of annual 
Receipts had_ progressively .increased, from 40,000 to upwards of 90,000 
Rs.” with all his facility of accounting for the faet, is not trac.——~ Note (3). 

The Receipts in those years severally were, 


Be SOGR yi i deci cd. sccetccccvccecc amen 14 8 
Ba: 3602... 20% eronsvees bite dale werd 33,026 9 Il 
PR TABS i bce dectdeeu WKS 39.716 12 7 
Be BG Sivecchve edsvocvoncsctenee & © 
Oe TUG ios 0s-0002sceceeessneeseeee ae 
ee wy Ttr. 47,016 13 90 


The extraordinary Receipts of 1814, 1815, and 1816, were owing to the 
extraordinary occurrences understated. In 1814 Legacies to an uncommon 
amount (viz. 18.419 Rupees) were paid to the Vestry. In 1815 the unusual 
sum of 3,475 Rupees was realised as Interest on the invested Funds of the 
Charity. Io 1816 again,a special Donation of 6000 anda Legacy of 200 
Rupees, were received, Note (4). 


2. Mr. Buckingham has made another affirmation the direct contrary 
of fact; viz. that there has been a Diminution (he states, of 10,000 Rupees 
annually); the Receipts having becn “ in 181G—90,000 

in 1817—80,900 
in 1818—70,000.”—— Note (5). 

If the usual Amonnt of Legacies be considered in the Receipts of 1816, 
there will prove to have been (instead of Mr. Buckingham’s alarming Dimi- 
pution) an annual Increase; for the Receipts in 1817 were 41,172 11 1, and 
in 1818, 41,958 8 9.—~ Note (6). 




















Notes. 
Total Receipts & Balance | Total Disbursements. |Total Balances 3.st Dece 
Years Its. As. Ps! Years. Ks. As. Ps.] Years Its. As: Ps. 
1811, ... 40,599 11 1ijIS1), ... 28,178 .8, O1181], ... 12421 3 Al 
1812, ... 45.447 18 101813, ... 30419 8 81812, ...15,088 5 2 
1813, ... 54,745 1 Q1S13, ... 30,85 2 Ss1S813, .. 23,914 15 
1814, ... 80,541 4 1OlISI4, ... 37.695 11 O]1814, .. 42,845 9 10 
1815, ... 87,565 7 YI1815, ... 42.980 7 O1815, ... 44,885 0 2 
1816, ... 91,401 13 2/1816, .. 50,812 13 21816, '...40,589 0 O 
1817, ... 81,761 11 1)1817, ... 55,898 § OSI7, ... 5,863 3 2 
1819, ... 67,801 11 10}1s18, ... 47,602 9 6)1818,... 20,199 2 4& 








I request that all those who doubt the accuracy of this Statement, or 
who imagine it to be impossible that the Vestry in their official capacity 
would give utterance to a known falsehood, will compare this Statement of 
mine, with the three Jast lines of the Toraus in their own Statement; and 
detect, if they can, a single difference. 

(3) Areference to the Statements, both now in every body’s hands, 
will prove, that this assertion JS true, that is, thatthe Total Receipts including 
Balances, or in other words, the total sum of money that bad come into 
their hands as disposable for Charity in the respective years named, were 
progressively increased; as we have stated them, from 40,599 1111 in isl, 
to 91,401 13 2 in I816; and progressively diminished again from 91,401 
13 2 in i811 to 67,801 11 10 in 1818. I again assert, that these facts 
appear in their own official Statement sent forth to the world; and that 
notwithstanding the official assertion of their being NOT trae,; they are, in 
spite of every attempt to controvert then—DEMONSTRABLY TRUE. 


(4) My Statement did not co to distinguish ordinary or extraordinary 
Receipts, or to speak of legacies or donations, or easual collections ; 
because I conceived, and do still conceive, that confidence in the proper 
application and management of the Funds would aflect, in some degree, 
ald these sources of receipts. 1 stated the plain fact, that the Total Re- 
ceipts including Balauves, had increased progressively from 40,000 to 
upwards of 90,000 rupecs. from [811 to 1816, and that it had diminished 
at the rate of 10,000 rupees a year ever since, which their own Statement 
shews still to be INCONTROVERTIBLY TRUE. 


(5) To this denial of a fact so plain, as that whoever can count the 
value of figures may decide on it, the observations in the last note “re a full 
and complete answer. 

(6) As before said, in giving the Total Receipts including Balances, 
which were copied from the official written form, and correspond with the one 
printed in the Statement of to-day, the Totals alone were regarded, and these 
do most distinctly shew that diminution which I at first assumed, which is 
said by the writer of the official reply to be the direct contrary of fact, but 
which is as TRUE as figures con*make it. 


Let us see fora moment whether, tho’ they disclaim any zeal to increas® 
the Funds beyond the degree to which the peremptory wants of the poor may 
require such a increase, their zeal to condémn another has not led them to 
keep back in this sentence what real candour, if they were actuated by that, 
would have induced them to disclose here also, as they have been obliged to 
do in the Statement given in the schedule or raled form ;—it is this, whether 
instead ‘of saying there was an annual tncrease, even taking their own line of 
Statement, they should not have said was an annua! dimenution; for the = 
in the line from which they bave taken these two, of 41,938 for 4818 an 
41,172 for 1817, show also 47 O16 for 1816, 45,619 for 1515, and 56,626 for 
1814. 


Pray, when the amount, according to the line that they have taken theso 
two years of their own Statement from, in round numbers, is 56,000 in 1814 
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Bat the Select Vestry disclaim any zeal to increase the Funds beyond 
the degree to which peremptory wants of the Poor may require such an In- 
crease. That the Poor will not perish, they easily anticipate in such a So- 
ciety as that of Calcutta; and they see with pleasare institutions arising one 
after another, and calculated to provide fur exigencies, which must otherwise 
have drawn heavily upon the common Alms. To complete all, there will 
probably have arrived some beneficial arrangement from England, before 
the poor will have suffered at all by the present injustice done in the public 
esteem to the Select Vestry. 


3. Mr. Backingham’s assertion that the Schedale offered for publica- 
tion, “ is the account that is pretended to have been hung in the Vestry for 
public examination,” shews only that Mr, Buckingham’s precipitancy to 
think and say evil will scarcely allow him to read a Paper. The Schedule, 
which was to exhibit an abstract of 8 years, the last inclusive, was new of 
course, and formed for the occasion, ina form which Mr. Buckingham de- 
nominates, “ the clearest and most concise.” It shall be conceded for Mr. 
Buockingham’s gratification, that the paper bore the Company’s mark oi 
1816, and possibly arrived in India three years after. Mr. Buckingham 
would not have thought the annual Statements, which are nailed up, so 
clear and concise. But those Statements and the original Books had been 
advertised for the most indiscriminate Inspection and Scrutiny at the Vestry 
Room. The Schedule, formed from the whole. had beenin Mr. Bucking- 
ham’s possession, “ string and all, for many days.” And that with these 
facts before him, Mr. Buckingham could call the account “a Farce;” “a 
trumped up expedient,” and “ new in all its particulars;” this fact is good 
for nothing, except to shew the nature of Mr. Buckingham’s talent, and 
priociples, and candour.——Note (7). 





Notes. 


avd 41,000 in 1818, is that an annual increase or an annual diminution? and 
are the Select Vestry, who make such an assertion, more liable to the 
charges of garbliog, falsifying, &c. or is Mr. Buckingham? Those who 
examine may easily answer the question for themselves. 

I have only a word miore to say ‘on this: Great stress has been laid 
upon legacies and accidental donations to show that these changes of pro- 
gressive tucrease from 1811 to 1815, and progressive decrease since that pe- 
riod, have been entirely owing to these, and that there has been no want of 
confidence in the Vestry, which could affect the general Church Collections 
of Charity. Let us see how this is borne ont by facts. In the line of State- 
ment marked “ Sacramental Collections, Easter, Christmas, and General 
Contributions at both Churches.” the sumsare respectively ;: in 1815, 16, 614; 
in 1816, 12,460; in 1817, 13,923; in 1818, 12,429. 

Again Lask, Pray, when in 1815, these General Charitable Contribu- 
tions were in round numbers 16,060 rupees, and now in 1818, they are only 
12,000, is, this an annual increase, or an annual diminution? and is Mr. 
Buckingham’s assertions, or these of the Select Vestry, most accordant with 
aruth. 


(7) The answer to all this is plain. Gn being applied to, regarding the 
printing the accounts, I sent to Mr. Llewellyn for a sight of them, to see 
whether they could be got into a convenient form, tor a pages of the 
Journal. If the Statement was new of course, and formed fer the occasion, which 
the Select Vestry have the bardidood to say, I declare that to be tmpossi- 
ble ; for, in Mr. Liewellyn’s zeal to execute bis duty, they were brought to me 
in less than an hour after I sent the note (to the best of my recollection,) or 
at all events in so short a time that it was impossible they could have been 
Sormed for the occasion, if by that expression be meant, formed for my in- 
spection, or put into a concise form for priating, for this is the only occasion 
seemingly spoken of. 


As to the assertion of its being the Account that was pretended to 
have been hung up in the Vestry Room for public inspection. I might 
quote Mr. Llewellyn’s words, if it were necessary, who, when I asked him 
** Are these the accounts which have been bung upin the Vestry Room for 
public examination,” readily answered iu the affirmative. But as the Vestry 
admit, what indeed they could not deny (I beg pardon they might as well have 
denied this as other equally paipable truths which they have denicd) that this 
Statement was “ pailed on a board, and had been iu my possession string and 
all for many days,” I would ask what was the meaning of nailing it on a board 
at all, or of putting a string to that board, if it was not to be hung up in the 
Vestry Room ? Is this the way in which copies are furnished? Li so, itis a 
novelty to us, and altogether without a parallel. ‘ 


But there is another little fact with regard to the board, which we did 
net at first siate. On one side of it was a paper regarding the distribution 
of pews, which had been apparently nailed on for many months, and had 
been at least long enough exposed to public inspection, tor the heads of the 
mails to become rusty by the moist air of the climate. On the other side was 
the Abstract, written apparently not many days, with the water mark of 
3916, on the paper (as admitted); the nails just half driven in, as if put on 
for the mere tewporary purpose of sending it to the Office on the board, to 
save appearances ; and the nails with that new bluish hue, which in the 
rainy seasou particularly they seldom retain more than a few days after ex- 

, posure to the air. The nails were so slightly driven in, that they were drawn 
out with the finger in order to look at the water mark of the paper and as 
easily replaced. When sent back to the Vestry Room, it was perhaps taken 
off again, and put on a board ofits own, which might not have been ready at 
the spur of the moment, and therefore it was tacked on to the back of an old 
one. This atleast is clear, that the only purpose of nailing Statements on 


boards at all, aad suspending them by strings, mugt be to cavibit them te 
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The same unwarraptable assumption and contrariety to trath, charan. 
terise his language, implying that Money, entrusted to the Select Vestry for 
the Poor, passes “into a gulf which is for ever closed from Public Iluspec- © 
tion, or which at least has been so for the last ten ycurs.”) The Select Vos- 
try, who have seen more of those years in Calcutta than Mr. Buckingham 
has, are unaware of a single week day in ali that time, when Mr.~Buck- 
ingham’s implication would have been, in the slightest degree, jast.—— 
Note (8) 





Notes, 
public inspection in the appointed place; but it so happens that unless 
this double-papered board was hung in the middle of the room, tike a 
punkah, one of the Statement must have gone te the wall, but which of 
these shared that fate itis not easy to decide. 


After all that has been said on my part, added to the admission from the 
Vestry themselves, that this Account nailed on the board described was nao 
of course, and formed for the occasion, it will be seen whether my expres- 
sion of its being a “ a trumped-ap-expedient,” is not the same thing in 
other words, 

(8) This unwarrantable assumption and contrariety to truth, is as well 
founded as any other portion of my remarks. 1 contend that since the Re- 
culation of 1787 specifically provided for the publication of the Accounts 
in the Gazette, that these Accounts may strictly be said to have been closed 
from public inspection for the last ten years, or ever since the printing of 
them has been discoatioved ; and all whe remember the forcible and happy 
comparisons of Mr. Wynch, regarding the Accounts of the Supreme 
Court, and the Accouets between Agents and Constitaents, in his brilliant 
speech reported yesicrday, will concur with us, that nailing them up in the 
Vestry Room, when the order is to publish them in the Gazetée, 1S closing 
them from public inspection. 


(Signed) 
By Order of Truthe@nd Plain Dealing. 
J. 58, BUCKINGHAM. 


In conclusion, WE must be permitted to say, (returning to our Edi 
torial plurality.) that we have never before met with such a prevaricating 
Document, as this put forth by the Select Vestry. . The whole point on whick 
their assertions of * false, pitiful, fallacious, &c. hinge is simply this. 

The Statement given in the Calcutta Journal, of Wednesday the 22d, 
included the last three kines of their Statement copied from the Board, aud 
corresponding with that printed in the Government Gazette of yesterday, 
namely: , 

1. Total Receipts including Balances. 

2. Votal Disbursements. 

3. Balances 31st December. 

They have taken the Fourth line from the bottom, marked 


Total Receipts. 
and on this they accuse us of falsehood and mis-statement. 


The world will now see the subterfoge and while we leave our 
cause in their hands; we do not fear the resuit, 








@ solvier’s Story, 


To the Editor of the Caicutta Journal. 
Sir, 

Were my capacity commensurate to the soundness of the cause, or 
the firmness of my zeal in it, I would boldly enter the lists, against the Ad- 
vocates of the baneful innovations, coutemplated by the introduction ef 
“ Brevet Rank ;’ a system which if established, will I predict, (Heaven 
forefend I prove a Cassandra) overwhelm the unprotected, however meri- 
torious, with despair. 


Incompetent to vo laudable an undertaking, I can only cheer our Cham- 
pion “ The Friend of the Army,” in the tilt, and loyally volunteer to be his 
journeyman armourer ; amd if I could strengthen his panoply by a single 
scale, I should feel exultation as unbounded, as the organ bellows—blower 
who boasted of the sweetness of strains, of which he was the ultimate 
source. 

Logicians may require arguments, “ bot facts are stubborn things,” and 
I can quote a plain tale, (without any dispositionto “set our excellent 
Fiicnd down’) which may tend as weli to caution him against such false 
conclusions as might arise out of bis position, that “the Commanding Of- 
ficer mast detach Officers agreeably to a regular Roster,” as to illustrate the 
injustice of delegating to frail humanity, a more extended power of in- 
dulging partialities (perbaps anmerjted) and elevating one Soldier at the 
expense of another. My taleis a selfish one, but the authenticity can be 
vouched by many honorable men. . 


On actual service, not fifty years ago, the Commanding Officer formed 
a plan of simultaneous manoeuvres, and found it necessary previously to place 
a pivot, on which they should be executed and on the firmness of which their 
success depended. A certain porfion of the Battalion to which | belonged 
was ordered for this service, and as 1 was first on the “ Roster” for duty, I, 
and the Officer next in the list bailed the tide of distinction which we fondly 
flattered ourselves flowed upon us from such an opportunity; but alas! we 
jearmed that faverites had been expressly named to take advaatage of it; al- 
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(THIS FORM IS BORROWED FROM THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE PRESS, 


STATEMENT, exhiliiing the detailed Recerrrs of the Cuarirasre and all other VESTRY FUNDS, 


BALANCES. ist JANUARY. Is1l 


In Cash, 
Goverument Securit 


T.oar , on dD ! 


Llonorab.e Con anv’s Dor mation, 
*s Fund,....ece0. 2 Received half... 
Yearly rtrom Acco 
to’s ditte Dpccess 9 Genes al, Supreme Court, ) .occcccseces 
in racies and S 2 hinaiinahauennne 


Total Receip 


Total Incl 
Disbursen 


Balances 31s 
—=— a 


Jno. King’s Legacy, for distressed wag 
Mrs. (Gen.) Watson’s eventual Legacy, | 
Fund, received from Palmer and Cov,,, 


1811. Received of Mr. Hollings froma Surplus Funds of Me 
1812. Ma igis trates of Calcutta 
Mr. 


Magist a f ieatninheanniaie 1815. Mr. Bancroft’s Legacy, received from Mr. 
Mr. Chilve’s Legaey received from Mr. J. A. Williams, Exr., , 1816. Mrs. C. Biptista’s Legacy, received from J. 
Mr. John Blythe's Legacy received from J. DaCruz, Esq... Proportion of 10,000 presented by Nuwah 


Nuwab Wuzeer’s Tusuddock on arrival of Governor General in Entertainment, — by order of th 
Fort William,......0++.00 see ceeseneenseonseinensenenecssousononneennen the Charitable Fund, 


1815, 
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$SS, FOR RE-PUBLICATION, TO ACCOMPANY THE CALCULTA JOURNAL) 
> Dispursements, from the 1st of January 1811, to the 31st December, 1818. 


1819 


Pane loo 4 


Mrs. A. M. De Rozario’s Legacy, received from Mr. John paste. 
Colonel Nicol and Major Gordon’s Donation,........se0seercesees 
ZO.ovecewererceveecsecssccsssevseee} 13541! Mr. George Hooker’s Legacy, received from J. Da Cruz, Esq. nee 

18419! OF 0 Governor General’s Donation to the poor of Calcutta, on the Nuwab 

fr. Bently,. TIrtiiiiitiiit itil 250) 0} O Wuzeer’s recovery from U1NE8S, rervereereesescers sevevercreccececcor ses | LOOC 
J. Da Cruz, Esq. ... 

wab Wuzeer fora Generel - Her Highness the Widow of the late Nuwab Wuzeer, paid by 
bf the Governor General t order of Governor General,....cccces covces secreeeseeseoseeseveveese| 2000) 
Jas. Robinson, Esq. Donation, account Jno. Cox, a Penisioner,......| 550 
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‘ though I think I may affirm, that the Commandant of the Battaliov, whe 
. Mast necessarily be beat with the relative energies of bis Officers, 
did not wholly concer in the expediency of the supercession. 


We respectfally remonstrated, but were peremptorily silenced by a lar 
cenic and consoling intimation, that the arrangement had been predeter- 
mined. With aching hearts we saw our envied rivals depart, and even 
tually witnessed their triamphaat retarn, crowned with those laurels which 
wo considered from our brows ; and catertained such sentiments to- 


wards the author of our degradation, as Othello may be supposed to have: 


felt towards Iago on the developement of bis iniquity. 


“ Brevet Rank” not yet being attdinable, we looked on those brave men 
as Majors of Brigade elest, and iollowed their progress until we saw their 
signature with the addition “ Adjutant Generai” and ‘‘ Depaty Adjutant 
General of the Army:” for we couid not admit, that the consequence of 
their services could be overlooked by the Commandant, who gained so much 
from them. But Sir, “‘ Warriors have an inordinate aad violent thirst after 
“ self-aggrandizement.” The low rank of those deserving Officers, an’ 
the small force which under them rendered a most iwportant service, must 
bave cut a paltry figare in the Gazette, and have greatly diminished the 
magnitude and grandeur of the public view of the plans; wherefore, whep 
the dificulties (and they were no moderate ones) were overcome, and the 
postless important (if then important at ali), aman of bicher rank with 
an entire Battalion was detached to supersede our supercessors, and served 
to render the retrospective detail far more weighty. 


The prowess of this latter Officer was extolled, his Battalion applauded 
for passing dangers which never existed, until the word was cdmmitted to 
paper ; they attained credit, fora patient endurance of fatigue, and in short, 
the catalogue of attribuies enumerated by Sterne, as appertaining to his con- 
versable Companion in “ the Gate at Lyous,” was, asis usual on such occa- 
sions, exhausted to frame a pretty Order. 


The fortanate Officer has been consequently distinguished by his Sove- 
reign’s favours; and these who performed the hazardous part of the service, 
and whom I so lately envied to distraction as entitled to “ Brevet Rank,” for 
their meritorious conduct, I now pitied; and when I saw them tacitly en- 
dure their-fate, 1 consoled myself with the conclusion, that they were selec- 
ted, not from an aaticipation of their services proving more important, but 
that their feelings would prove more quiesceat uader the sting of neglect. 
So mach for “ Brevet Rank.” 


Let me deprecate our Friend’s proposal, for ascertaining the suffrages of 
the Army through the Commandants ; they have passed the season of super- 
session, and however upright, nature teaches them to encrease their ehances 
of patronage if they can, and those chances palpably must multiply, if com- 
- manding officers have the powers of recommending men for * Brevet Rank.” 
Let us digress for a moment, from Baropean to Native Officers, and inquire 
whether, even under the operation of strict and equitable regulations, jastice 
always prevails? J answer, that when a Native Officer was to be selected 
from each corps, for promotion as Subadar-Major, (in some instances,) 
nothing bat the fear of correction from the power in which the final decisi- 
on rested, and whose justice could not be biassed, restrained the indulgence 
of favoritism ; and, there were men to advocate the supercession of six or 
seven unexcéptionable Officers for the aggrandizement of a pet: Such will be 
the fate of every man unsupported by family connexious, should the balefal 
power of indulging partialities, ever be dispensed. 


Who can hesitate to believe, that the sons in law of Commandants, the 
brothers in law of Brigade-Majors and Aid-de-Camps, will always be se- 
lected for such duties as may be likely to countenance recommendation for 
* Brevet Rank ?” and every man must foresee, that in some instances, where 
peradventare the Commandant has no daugbter, to select a dashing fellow 
for her spouse, and consequent “ Brevet Rank,” the syrophant, whose ser- 
vile and unmanly adulation is best calculated to soothe the cold dull ear of 
age by flattery, wiil trample on the zealous and the brave. 

There are now the departments of the Adjutant General, Government 
Military Secretary, Quarter Master General, Diplomatic, Audit, Commis- 
sariat, Jadge Advocate, College, Pay, Barrack, Stud, &c. &c. shewing a 
catalogue of rewards, fourfold greater than any warfare in this country is 
likely toexhaust. While services are duly weighed, and proportionate ap- 
pointments conferred, no man will pine for “ Brevet Rank ;” nor will the 
patron have room to say “‘ Ip giving this appointment, I have made ninety- 
nine men my enemies and One ungrateful.” No, Sir, itis the abuse of pa- 
tronage alone that would excite disgust and create enemies. Were a man 
appointed Interpreter, who could not make his wants known to a khidmut- 
gar; or another aa Adjutant, who could not countermarch a Platoon, 

Spectatum admissi risum teneatis amici? 

Be assured, Sir, thatif ever the already prodigious Hydra of Patron- 
Age be abused, its additional heada arising from the power of conferring 
* Brevet Rank,” wiil partake of the correption : ang Det a fine Army, com- 
posed of active and intelligent men, will degenerate imto an iaefficient re- 
ceptacle for the effeminate younger sons of powerful families in the higher 
ranks ; and run-away apprentices and strolling players in the lower. 


Your fostering liberal discussions, Mr. Editor, on this dangerous sub- 
ject, commands, and | have no doubt secures you the gratitude of the Army 
Beartity wishing you a suitable reward; and the “ Friends” of ihe Army 
awple success, I shall subscribe ; 


“A name thatin my thought becomes me best,” 
Calcutta, September 17, 1819, A SOLDIER, 








Cote: of Punishment; 
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Te the Editor of the Calcutta Journal: 


Sin, ; 


« ‘Im answer to the second Military Quety, viz. “ According to Law ought 
\the:Members of a Court Martial, who vote for an acquittal, te have a voice 
iin awarding the punishment, supposing them to-have been im the minority on 
the previous quesfinn of guilty ox net guilty!” allow me to trouble you 
with a few observations. 


In addition tothe authority of Adye and Sullivan, the Querist might 
have adduced that of McArthdr (vol.°2 page 261, 4th edition) and the opi- 
nion.of Sir Charlies Morgan, extracted -frem the MS. observations made by 
him,‘ in consequence of the publication of Tyiler’s Essay on Military Law, 
in which, be says “ At Courts Martial held at the Horse Guards, the practice 
has. beea different in its mode from that for, which Mr. Tytler here con- 
tends, but tantamount inits effect, Sach Members of a Court Martial, as 
have by their votes.absolved a-pritouer are not to give a vote, when the 
question of punishment is proposed, in camsequence of the pftisoner 
having been convicted by a majority of the Members of the Court Mar- 
tial, as itseems incongruous that one, who thinks the prisoner not guilty, 
should give @ voice forthe inflicting of any panishment; but the number 
of the members who have acquitted him are always counted in favor of 
the prisoner, and thrown into the scale with those. who vote for ihe miid- 
est punishment.” 


It would appear from the above authorities, that the point of Law, 
which in most Military cases is decided by precedent, is on the side of the 
minority not voting in the award of punishment. Notwithstandiog this for- 
midable array in opposition to Tytler, I am still inclined to think with him, 
that reason should guide us to allow them a vote; my reasons for so thinking 
are these: 


It is generally acknowledged, that Courts Martial act in the double ca- 
pacity of Judge and Jury ; their duty as Jury, is finished when the award of 
uilty or not guilty is pronounced, if guilty, the charge is supposed to have 
Gees proved against the prisover and pronounced agaiost him by the Court 
as a body, without reference to the difference of opinion among the com- 
ponent paris of that body. 


The Court tben assumes the doty of Judge, and awards a punishment 
adequate to the crime of which be bas been declared guilty by the seme 
Coart as a bowy, in its situation of Jury. Now I hold, that the decision of a 
Court cannot be legally pronounced, and is not complete, unless all the 
members of such Court vote on the question leading to the decision, Sir C. 
Morgan in his observations says, that the President and every member 
(be the number assembled what it may) of a Court Martial is bound to 
vote in the Judgment of the Court.” § consequently say, that unleso 
every member be allowed to vote on the award of punishment, such awars 
is not a legal pronunciation of ibe opinion of the Court'as a body, nod 
can it be called a decision or jodgment of the Court, ihe minimam number 
of whose members is fixed by act of Parliament. 


Let us suppose a case which will apply to my reasoning, and on which 
I think there cannot be two opinions. A prisonet on being arraigned 
moves a pica in bar of trial, on the ground that the Court is not competent 
to take cognizance of the offence charged against him.—(It will be allowed 
that Courts Martial are entitled to jadge of their own competency), tho 
Court is cleared to consider the validity of the Prisoner’s plea. We will 
suppose that 7 out of 13 vote for the competency of the Court, the trial 
must then proceed; the charge is fully and positively proved against the 
Prisoner, agreeable to Sir C. Morgan’s opinion as ahove quoted, Would it 
not be incongruous in this case to require a Member to vete for the condem- 
nation of a Prisoner over whom he thought the Court had not jurisdiction ; 
yet, Sir Charles bimself says, that every Member must vote in the judgment 
of the Court, and I am satisfied, that no Judge Advocate woald exclude tht 
minority in this supposed case from voting on the question of gailty or noo 
guilty ; why then exclude them in the award of punishment? 


Sir Charles Morgan, says, that, throwing the number of the minority 
into the scale for the mildest punishment, is tautamount to allowing them 
to have a vote. Letus suppose that of 13 Members 7 vote for the con- 
demnation of a prisoner, and their votes only are taken on the award of 
punishment— out of these the President and & Members vote for the in- 
fliction of a thousand lashes, and the remaining one Member votes for only 
500. Now I much doubt whether any President could conscientiously sign 
this award of 600 as the decision of a Court of 13 Members when only 
1 Member had given that vote. After thas much, I think I may safely say, 
that Mr. Tytler’s reasons are not objectionable, though perhaps they are in- 
sufficient, and I think were the case argued before the 12 Judges, that 
the cebarring the minority from voting iv the award of punishment woald 
be pronounced illegal; inasmoch as no opipicn, decision, or judgment, can 
be said to be that of the Court, unless every individual Member of that 
Court give bis vote on the question to be decided. 


fam, Sir, 
Your Obedient Servant. 


Dawk Letter, no date, Oo. B. 
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. . Bight of Appeal, 
— 


To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal. 








In -' ) ' 
- I beg leave to trouble you with a few words, which the Letter of 
Centnrion in your Journal of the 28th renders necessary. 1 am very far from 
wishing to deprive a Soldier ofa single privilege!whbich the Law allows bim, 
and just as averse to sanction, or grant any which the Law does not allow ; 
because whether it be just or anjust, it would be wrong in me or any other 
person to act in opposition to it, merely from our own ideas of what is just, 
which after all may be erroneous. I leave, therefore, my individual feelings 
out of the question in this instance, and argue merely from my conception of 
the Law as laid down in the Articles of War. 


Tytler, whom I also consider an excellent authority, says there is no limi- 
tation to this Right of Appeal to be found in the above named Articles, and 
that it is therefore open to every person who thinks himself aggrieved by the 
Sentence of an Inferior Court Martial, no matter what his Crime may have 
been. If every other Writer on Martial Law agreed with this opinion of 
Tytler, I certainly should not have the presumption to differ from it, or at 
least I should not tell the World that I did so; but when I find myself sup- 
ported by another Authority, whom I have no reason to believe inferior to 
Tytler, 1 no longer think myself presuming when I endeavour to maintain 
my own opinion. 1 shall make a subsequent reference to this other Writer, 
but shall first inform you of the manner in which I comprehend the only part 
ofthe Articles of War, which bears apy allusion to the subject under discus- 
sion. 


One case is there specified, in which the Right of Appeal is granted, 
and Centurion’s Copy must be incorrect if it says nothing beyond what he 
has quoted; for in the Article I allude to, itis expressly stated, that when 
any Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier shall think himself wronged by 
the Officer Commanding the Troop or Company to which he belongs, he is 
* to complain thereof to the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, who is di- 
rected to summon a Regimental Court Martial to do justice to the Com- 
plainant; from which Court Martial either party may, ifhe thinks himself 
still aggrieved, appeal to A General one. 


I have quoted the above from memory, not having a Copy of the Articles 
of War at hand, but I believe it is in substance perfectly correct. Tytler 
has not quoted it fairly, for he merely says, “‘ that a Soldier who thinks him- 
self wronged &c.” whereas the Article is so particular as to confine itself to the 
ease of such Soldiers as are wronged—not hy every Superior Officer, but by 
the Officer in command of his Troop or Company only. And yet Tytler ar- 
gues on the presamption that it inclades every case of wrong done by an 
Officer to a Soldier! Now, Sir, in my humble opinion when a Law is so re- 
markably specific as this is, it evidently limits its operation to the specified 
case; and indeed if we did not understand it in that sense, we should find 
no limits throughout the Articles of War to the awarding of Death ; for it 
is positively ordered in two instances only, by the Articles of War, and left 
to the discretion of the Court in a few other specified instances, and jn the 
remaining ones it is not mentioned at all. 


It is evident therefore, that a Court Martial is not authorized to award 
it, except in the above few instances; and that the very silence of the Articles 
of War in the others, is an insuperable bar to its being adjudged. The 
Right of Appeal stands precisely on the same footing, for it is recognized in 
but one particular case (and even that case is most cautiously worded and 
limited) and the subsequent silence respecting it must be considered in the 
light of pr ge to its being exercised in any other. Itis true, that the 
Articles of War allude to it in another instance where they say that no Of- 
ficer or Soldier shall be liable to be tried twice for the same offence, unless 
in the case of an Somers &c. but as this obviously alludes to some preceding 
Article, we look back, and on finding the above to be the on/y one relating 
to Appeals, we naturally, and unavoidably, apply the exception to that, and 
thereby satisfactorily account for it. 


I have heard of instances where Appeals have been made, and refused 
to be forwarded, and this refusal afterwar.\s confirmed. One was} think in 
the case of a private in some Militia Regiment at home, and the refusal! 
to attend to which by the Commanding Officer, was confirmed by the Ge- 
neral of the District, but I forget the particulars. Ihave likewise heard 
of other nearly similar instances I shall now, Sir, only detain your Rea- 
ders by the perusal of the promised quotation from Adye. He says, that 
owing to the above named exception in regard to a second Trial for the same 
Offence, “doubts bave arisen with respect to the nature and extent of ap- 
peals. To fix (he continues) their proper bounds is a matter of a very deii- 
cate and interesting nature, as well with regard to the Soldier as the Ser- 
vice. Should it be understood that appeals are of right: due in all cases. 
much inconvenience might ensue, as conscious offenders would be induced 
to appeal, merely for the sake of delaying puvishment; and would be most 
apt to do so, when there was either an impracticability or great difficulty of 
convening a General Coart Martial; and yet onthe oiher hand it may not 
be easy, definitively to point out, in what instances they ought to be allowed 
orrefused. As a matter of degal right, it appears plainly, that an appeal 
from.a Regimental, toa General Court Martial is given on/y in the case 
described in the 2ad Art. of War of the 12th Section, where any inferior 
Officer or Soldier who shall think himself wronged by his Captain, or other 
Officer commanding the Trovp or Company to which he belonged &c.” 


There never wasa Writer who so strongly recommended Mercy, and who 
was evidently so averse to depriving a Prisoucr of the smallest privilege as 
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Adye. He.even argues in favor of Peremptory Challenges being allowed. 
(and says they frequently have beep) before General.Courts Martiat, ia the 
same degree as they zre before other Courts; so that it cannot be said, that 
because he doubts of the Right of Appeal in all cases but the specified one, 
that he can have apy wish to bear hardly upona Prisoner, when he is mex- 
ly expressing an opinion in confermity witb the Law: and I hope f shall not 
render myself liable to such an imputation by agreeing with hiw, and wish- 
ing to abide by that Law which (however I may think of it) it is not in my 


power to alter. 
AN OFFICER; 


P. S.—] have one more remark to make, which is of seme importance, 
and ehall be rendered as brief as possible. Tytler shews he is sensible -of 
the specified case of Appeal being a Law, and all others mereiy an indul- 
gence; for be says, (what is very trae) that in the other instances it remains 
at the option of the Commander in Chief, whether or not ‘a General Court 
Martial shall be assembled to take cognizance of the Appeal; but that in 
the case in which it is authorised by the Articles of War, he eannot refuse it. 
Why cannot he? Because the Law.authorizes the Appeal, which if it did 
in every case, he could im ne case exercise a discretionary power, 


_ 


Public Discussion, 


. To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal. 

I suppose you have read the letter in the India Gazette, written 
by a Fiero Orricer, who has exerted himself to leave his Hookka, and 
take up his pen, with the hope of setting at rest the Military discussions in 
your Journals, by the authority of his rank. I pity the poor Genileman sin- 
cerely. He has been disturbed front jogging on in his quiet way, and from 
his comfortable conviction that this was noi ovly the best of all possible 
services, but that itis free from any blemish, or imperfection, except the 
want of more Regiments, 


He is now suffering ander the painful feeling of an unsettled belief, and 
is quite testy with the Friewo To tne Aanmy, the New Schoo, Orricer, 
and the SoLpier or Fortune, for having invaded his blissful ignorance, 
Puzzied by their conflicting arguments, he balances them, and is more be- 
wildered. In despair, be at last enquires for their rank. What is their 
standing? Are any of them Fiela Officers? Who are these Apostles of No- 
velty? ‘ Have any of the Chief Priests believed in them?’ 


I had ao intention of taking part in these controversies, which have 
been conducted with greater ability and temper than } can pretend to; 
but my blood is stirred up with this conceit of ‘replying to arguments, by 
alledging, not their unsoundness, but the ravk of the writer. He is an 
Kusiga forsooth! As if wit and judgement, like Madeira, were improved 
by being sent to Chanar for some years. It is becoming, it seems, in sub- 
balterns, to listen in silence; while arguments are. carried on by their se- 
niors: they ought to leave the office, or sinecure as ii may prove, of think- 
ing, jadging, and writing, tothe Figup Orricers. But alas! it has been 
observed of old, by the sapient king, that * Great men are noi always 
wise, neither do the aged understand judgement.” 


However heretical the opinion may be, I must confess it is mine, that 
some young officers know more of their profession infive years, and are 
better acquainted with the country, and the natives, than many others 
are in twenty,—I even suspect, that a man may have spent that time be- 
tween some quiet, snug, staff appointmentin Bengal, and the regular 
march of relief with bis Battalion, from Bena:es to Kishengunge, and 
Kishenguoge to Dinapore; and after all this, when he thinks * good 
easy man” that his knowledge is ripening, he will be found more unfit for 
command, and more helpless in emergencies, than those despjsed youths 
whose heads are {ull of the PENINSULA, and WATERLOO. He will be far in- 
ferior as an officer, anda Judge, on Military subjects, to any intelligent 
subaltern, who has been two years with any of our Field Divisions, fur ¢x-- 
ample, that on the Nerbudda. 


But besides the inherent wisdom of the Field Officers, they were in the 
days of their youth, so quict, and so meek! They did not presume to dis- 
cuss the constitution of the Army, or form schemes for improviog it. 
** They had been taught in former times, that all matters of this description, 
should be left to oun honourable employers.” Meck humble men! Do they 
think we have not heard, or read, that certain officers were sent home, 
before 1796, (when they were Ensigns, or Cadets,) to assist our honourable 
employers with their advice? De they suppose we are ignorant of their 
commotions, and commitices? Yet when some of eur cotemporaries em- 
ploy themselves in writing essays on Military Subjects, which if they do 
not profit others, are certainly beneficial to themselves, by furnishing them 
with useful employment, and cultivating habits of reasoning, and reflection, 
there are found men to cry out,  Otempora! they make many discontented, 
and ought to be set at rest.” This too is averred of discussions, which have at 
least the merit of being conducted with uncommon temper and urbanity, 


Indeed I have little doubt, that such temperate, free, and acute discus 
sioms as we have lately witnessed on these subjects, would be gladly read 
by our honourable masters themselves. They must be pleased tosee, that 
on the question of Brevet Rank, it is al! along tacitly supposed, that to ob- 
tain their consent to the measure, nothing more was requisife, than to prove 
its advantage to their Army. The Court of Directors have employed an 
Officer, formerly in this service, (Licat. Colonel Sa!mond,) to save them 
from the labour, and trouble of their Dlilitary Corrcspondeace ; of the per- 
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plexity and intricacy of which they very naturally espe In a late debate, 
the Chairman candidly confessed, that they could not enter into these de- 
tails, and that all that homan nature was able to perform, was to read what 
wes written on these suhjects by others. It isnot then, perhaps, unreason- 
able te-sappose, thatif the Caleutta Journal should fall ander’ their’ eyes, 
many acute intelligent Gentlemen in the Direction, would read with interest 
the best argumepts which are brought forward by the Officers who take dif- 
ferent sides, apon a great Military Question like this. 


It may be necessary in making these observations, to guard against 
one imputation, which however I hope liberal men would not make. I 
should be sorry if it were supposed Lintended to cast any slight upon the 
respectable body of our old Officers in general. No one has a greater res- 
pect for the many excellent Officers of rank whom I have the happiness to 
know. Itis only of those who place themselves in the “chair of the scorner,” 
that I would apeak with the ridicule which they deserve and provoke. 


In a word, I look upon age, and stamding in the service, to be very 
much like cyphers. In themselves they are of no significance whatever ; 
but when placed beside other significant qualities or figures, they add im- 
mensely to their valae. Czsar, when he left Gaul, was undoubtedly a 
much better General than when he went there; but it has been remarked by 
a master in the art, thad a mule, which had served allthe eampaigas of 
Cesar, would still be only a male. 

1am, Sir, 
Your Obedient Servant, 


Barrackpore,. Sept. 27, 1819. AN OLD SUBALTERN, 


fAilitary Law. 


To the Editor of the Calentta Journal. 





Sir 

” [have read with much interest the letters which you have publish- 
ed on questions connected with Military Affairs, and particularly those re- 
lating to Mastial Law ; but U coniess that so little of the spirit of concessien 
acems to be evinced on either side, that the perusal has rather tended to 
unhiuge my previcus faith, than to furnish me with one that is proof ogainst 
every scraple, 


Where Law is entirely silent, there can be no better guide than that 
which jadgment affords; but some of your Correspondents whi'st they ad- 
mit the trath of this maxim, and its application to the question before them, 
impute perjury and injustice with as much freedom to their adversaries, as if 
the latter were flying in the face of the most unequivoral enactments. In 
the Oath to be taken by the Members of a Court Martial, it is expressly 
stated, that m cases of doubt, unexplained by the Articles of War, they shail 
decide ‘according to their conscience, to the best of their understanding, 
and the Custom of War in like cases.” When therefore sensible and ho- 
nourable men are at variance in their decisions as to some points and the 
same evidence, we may deplorethe uncertainty and fallibility of human judge- 
ment ; but to infer falsehood and injustice partakes more of intolerant zeal 
than a temperate enquiry inio truth and reason. 


On the important office of administering justice to those with -whom 
he is obliged to act and to associate, throughout so great a portion of his 
time, every military man must form bis opinion by perusing the be-t autho 
tities to be procured. and by diligently comparing them with his own ob- 
servations. Fol'owing thie system it might perhaps be serviceable to him 
to consider Martial Law not merely as Hale defines it ~ something indulged 
rather than allowed as law” but as a modification of the law of the land, 
adapting it to cirewmstances and situations, to which it o:herwise cou'd not 
be extended, without manifest inconvenience, By retaining thie notion iv 
his mind aad endgavouring to judge by analogy, the more perfect that ama- 
logy appears, the nearér he may think himself to the truth: 


The first point in which the circumstances attendant on Military Juris- 
diction appear to controul the progress of Civil Law, is in the formation ofa 
Court Martial. Bea:ing in miod the probable restriction in point of num- 
ber, it becomes necessary, that the functions of both Judges and Jurors shall 
be performed by the Members composing the Court. bo their first capacity 
they are not subject to Challenge, im the second they are ; but as it mighi 
always, and weuld very often, be difficelt to procure a sufficient number of 
talesmen to supply the places of all those who were challenged and found 
“ not indifferent,” peremptory chaltenge is not al’owed. The other challenges 
however, those chiefly coming under the bead propter affectum or “ on suspi- 
cion of partiality,” being attended with less inconvenience, are allowed. 
The validity of the last mentioned exception is in Civil Cases, determined by 
the triors in the éwo first fustances only, whilst the rest of the Jury are ex- 
amined by those found “ not indifferent.” The Military Law, therefore. 
which directs that the relevancy of the challenge shall be tried by the Ceurt, 
@iffers very litile from the practice in Civil cases, 


This reasoning would extend the Right of Challenge to the Prisoner in 
Regimental as well as General Courts Martial: and, the Court being the 
judges of its propriety, there does not, at first sigh; appear to be any objec- 
tion to that conclusion ; but it should be recoliectec, that officers arraigned, he 
fore a General Court Mariial, being considered as ov trial before their Peers. 
the Right of Ohailenge may with propriety be conceded to them in it’s ful! 
extent, as above specified, consistent with the cflicten! ad ministration of Jus 
tice, Private men in the same situation, are, it is true, allowed the same 
privilege, but pe:baps th's is more for the sake of avciding an invidion: 
distinction, than from any comviction of its necessity, or even of the proba 


ble advantage which the culprit may derive fromit. In Regimental Courts 
| Martial, however, the case is much more clear:—there the crimes and pu- 
vishments are not so grave, and the Officers, besides the Oath they take 
in Court, are boand, by their Commission, to-render strict and impartial 
justice to those placed under their Command. They may be consideyedin 
the light of Judges and justices who, as I before remarked, are exempted 
from challenge: for, as our Civil Authorities say, the Law will not suppose 
the possibility of bias or favour ina Judge who is already sworn to administer 
impartial justice. The Jurors in civil cases, it should be recollected, are 
sworn after they are found competent. 


There may then be sufficient reason for allowing Challenges in a Gener} 
Court Martial, but withdrawing that privilege in the inferior Military Courts; 
On the question of voting for punishment, my opinion may perhaps ap- 
pear more harsh and unfavorable to the Prisoner. After having voted for ac- 
quitta), I should look upon the second question as entirely distinct, and as 
relating to ihe crime, and not to the person. The punishment of death is a 
special exception made by Law ; two thirds of the membors of the Court must 
concur ig opinion before that sentence is pronounced, But this exception 
in itself so far proves the rule, that it would seem to infer, that on all other 
occasions nothing less than a majority of the whole court is competent to as- 
sess the qaantum of punishment. This mode of proceeding however, though 
more harsh in appearance would be more lenient in effect. Where there is no 
specified penalty, the degree of guilt would poiut out the necessary punisb- 
ment, and a member who might think it a duty to su)mit to the majority on 
the first question, would yet think himself. bound to mitigate. the.aeverity of 
the law to the utmost in his power, on the principle, that the guilt which 
was not apparent to his judgement, though it might exist, must exist in a de- 
gree sufficiently slight, to warrant bis awarding the smallest punishment. It 
is only where crimes are of the constructive nature here adverted, to that any 
difficulty can occur: for in cases. where the penalty is specified, the majority 
which carried the question of guilty, would also affix the requisite punirh- 
ment. Tle dilemma to which a military mana is: reduced when a material 
difference of opinion exists on a Court Martial is a consideration of so mach 
delicacy, aud is so very extensive in its bearings and possible shades, that 
it would probably be better to leave these dark subjects to the conscience 
_and good intention of those concerned, without attempting to illumine thera 
by the feeble rays of speculative reason. It should be recollected too, that 
these difficulties are inseparable from all modes of jurisdiction. In civil 
cases what occasions the delay of a Jary in returning their. verdict when the 
Prisoners must suffer death:—nothing but the difficulty of overcoming the 
scruple of some bumane, perhaps of some weakindividvals. A Jury it is true 
has the power in some measure to relieve itself by bringing in a special ve» 
diet and praying the judgement of the court: but in this point of view all 
the verdicts of a Court Martial are special, and the members havea much 
better opportunity for the collationof opposite opinion ; than a Juror can ever 
enjoy the Jaiter being to give his opinion according to Evidence; the for» 
mer according to the rules provided and according to his conscience and 
understanding. 


Finally, I may be allowed to mention two circumstances which your cor™ 
respondents hitherto do. not seem to have considered of much importance, 
The first is in favour of the prisoner. Ii is that the whole of the Proceed- 
ings in Court are recorded and submitted with the semence, to the examinay 
tion of the authority whose confirmation is necessary to the infliction of the 
punishment. The prisoner bas in effect the benefit of a revision of his 
trial ; and though, as one of your correspondont observes, the Commanding 
Officer may see nothing on the face of these procecdings to inform him who 
‘voted on one side and who on the other, yet he is fully enabled to judge 
whether the prisoner was guilty or not guilty, and whether the puviskment 
was proportioned to the crime. The whole circumstances of the case are ful- 
ly detailed, the evidence is recorded viva voce, and if this condemns the cul- 
prit, the sentence of guilty must be correct although any number of the 
Court should have been “not indifferent.” The punishment is oot unjust 
because the person who awarded itis prejadiced, but because it is not in 
ie to the guilt iacurred, os because itis contrary to the evidence pro- 
duce . 


The other observation I shall make is, that although an appeal from the 
sentence of a Court Martial may be made to the superior Courts, yet»ille- 
ral proceedings, and not erroneous judgment will be found to be the object 
of this very proper check : and, where the Military Law is silent, 1 should not 
apprehend the Courts of Westminster would take cognizance of any but the 
wilfut and corrupt abuses of authority, against the known principles of 
Justice. 

It is impossible, Sir, not to beaz testimony to the praiseworthy motives 
of the Gentlemen who originated this discussion. A little more. tendemess 
ior the opinion of those who had the misfortune to differ from them, had 
perhaps been more suitable to the nature of the question ; bat their earnest 
desire to obtain a defined and comprehensive explanation of our Judicial 
functions, cannot be objected to, in a general point of view. For my own 
part, however, 1 confess I am not so sanguine as to the effeet of the reform 
anticipated. I think an enlarged and liberal interpretation of the law as it 
now stands, is attended with as Jittle injustice, or violence, as could aecom- 
pany a code abounding in greater limitations: and, at any rate, if I were 
obliged, contrary to my own judgment, to punish a culprit in compliance 
with the hard and unavoidable decree of law, my feelings would be but © 
poorly compensated by the knowledge, that I had myself escaped from all 
persona! responsibility, Lam, &e. 





Caleutia, September 30, 1819. a (i 
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@riginal Question. 


To the Editor of the Calcutta Jqurnal. 
s 
Some of your Correspondents on the sabject of Challenges at su- 
bordinate Military Coarts, appearing to have lost sight of the Question 


originally proposed for discussion, it seems desirable to bring them back 
to it, 


The Question is, ‘‘ Whether a Prisoner brought hefore a Regimental, 
or other inferior, Court Martial, has the privilege of challenging any of the 
Members of it?” 

A privilege of this natare mostrest either on a writen law, or on an 
established practice of sufficient extent and duration, They who deny the 
privilege can only say, that no such law, or practice, exists. It is there- 
fore incambent on those who contend for the right, to shew a law or prac- 
tice, giving it. If they can do so, they will gain their point ; if they can- 
not do so, they must yield to their opponents. 

Confined within this limit, the discussion will not occupy many of your 
columns, and some undeniable conclusion will be obtained. As yet I have 
seen no proof that the Right of Challenge at inferior Courts Martial exists, 
though some of your Correspondents bave stated their reasons for thinking 


that it ought to be enjoyed. 
A CONSTANT READER. 
Caleutta, 20th September, 1819. 


@ few plain Queries, 


Te the Editer of the Caleutta Journal. 
Sir, 
I have been amused with an evaporation of bile, which I saw in the 

India Gazette of the 27th instant, which seems to have come from some 
eld Buck at Berhampore, of the rank of Field Officer. I happen ‘to be a great 
admirer of rank myself, though hitherto I have not had more of it than I 
can bear; but I was never of opinion that it Mentorized a man, nor am I 

et, although I Aave read a Field Officer’s effusion. Like a hen upon chickens 
Be licet magna componere paris!) he picks at every body, and hurts no body; 
and I cannot bat think if he had hoarded up his eloquence for a Wig to 
some of his immediate Juniors, who had not yet learn’d how to * march | 
a Guard off,” it would have had more beneficial consequence than it is 
likely to have in the columns of a Newspaper. 

So he thinks that none but men of rank have a right to give an opini- 
on.—“ Those whom rank respectable has made.” Let these Scribblers 
give their “ names and rank,” says he, if they wish their opinions to have 
due weight. It would be a hard case, indeed, Mr. Editor, if no one be- 
low the rank of a Field Officer could give bis opinion with any chance of 
being heard! I know there are many parts of Military duty which none but 
a Field Officer may perform; but as to merely giving an opinion, I dont be- 
lieve there is any probibition laid down in General Orders, and “‘ that is the 
Law,” which Subs and Majors must alike obey. I begin to think (par- 
don the digression) that that line would look very well in Poetry. 


The Field Officer (“a great man—a very great man,” 
these Military Lawyers “have done more harm than goed.” 
a Junior to put a question or two, to his sagacity on that point. 

How do you know they bave? In what particular instance have 
they? And whee are the proofs of the pernicious effects of their discussions ? 
Why do joa not follow your ewn advice, by inserting your “name and 
yauk,”—if you wish your opivion to have any weight? 

Sept. 26, 1819. 


says: 
Allow 


A SUB. 








Domestic Occurrences, 


MARRIAGES. 


On the 23d nitimo, at St. John’s Cathedral, Mr. Harding, to Miss Moss, 
At Kombay, on the 25th ultimo, John Sandwith, Esq. to Miss Piteairn, 


BIRTHS. 


At Chewringhee, on the 24th ultimo, Mrs, Fowler Bean, (successor to Mrs. 
Darell,) of a Danghter. 

At Chiusurah, the Lady of Arratoon Catchick, Esq. of a Son. 

On the 20th ultimo, Mrs. Edward Gibbon Ray, of a Daughter, 

On the 28th ultimo, Mrs. M,C, Seratchiey, of a Son and Heir, 

DEATHS. 

On the 26th ultimo, Mrs. Elizabeth Jones, aged 55 years. 

On the 27th ultimo, Mr, John Steers, of the Assessment Department, Police 
Offer, aged 40 years, 

On the 26th of August, on board the William Miles, aged i9 vears and 3 
montis, Mary Anne, the cldest Daughter of Charles Bayley, Eeq. of ihe Benga! 
Ciwil Service. 

At Malda, on the 17th ultimo, on board his boat, on which he wos proceeding 
te Berhampore from Kissaugunge, where be had caught a fever, ‘Thomas Leake 

oq Surgeon, 17th Native lofagtry. 
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Shipping JIutelligence. 


CALCUTTA ARRIVALS. 











Date Names ofVessele Flags Commanders From Whence Lejft 
Sept. 20 Almorah British T. Winter Leuden May <7 
29 _Albertoa British L. Perceival Loaden May % 
29 Volunteer British V. Waterman  Bussorah ‘July 6 
29 Mary British B. Orman N. South W. July 24 
29 Dick British W. Harrison London Dec. IS 
20 Fattalmais Arab Nacoda Mascat Ang. 18 
30 Salamon Shaw Arab WNacoda Muscat —— 
MADRAS ARRIVALS 
Date Names of Vessels Flags Commanders From Whence Left 
Sept. 4 Mary British J, H. Carter Padang Aug. 9 
Luavig Danish A. N. Beck Porte Novo Sept. 3 
9 Jane British 8. Williams Calcatta Aug. 1 
16 Generous British Beaugard Pondicherry Sept. 6 
33 Reliance British Pike Bombay Sept. 16 
13 Volunteer British Waterman Bombay Sept. 16 
21 William Miles British 8S. Beddle Madeira June 6 
2t Anna Catharine British B. Barbett Trivcomalle Sept. 11 
21 Elelie British Floris Pondicherry Sept. 20 
MADRAS DEPARTUPES. 
Date Names of Vessels Flags | Commanders Destination 
Sept. 4 Norkfolk British E. Oakes Caicuita 
4 Black Joke British W. Evglan Northward 
5 Lioyds British P. M’Pherson Calcutta 
5 Mary British Alexander Scott London 
ee mec 
Mautical Motices, 


The Honorable Company's ships Alberton, Almora, Kent, Windermere, Gos ° 
vernor Petrie, La Seine, (French) Stephen,(American) brig Futtelmobarruck, 
(Arab) arrived off Calcutta ou Wednesday last. 

The Almorah, on her way from Madras passed His Majesty’s ship Dauntless, 
bound to Trincomalee on the 19th, ia lat, 14° 20" N. and on the 23rd, she spoke also 
the Portsea, in lat. 16° 20’ N. all weil, 








— 


> 





Passengers, 


Passengers arrived at Madras on the William Miles. 


Mrs, Sherson; Mrs. C. H. Higginson; Mrs, Z. Sherson; Miss. G. Sherson 5 
Copt. Walker toth N. 1.; Capt. Scoit 15th N.I.; Mr. G. A. Underwood ; Mr. C. 
Richardson; Mr. C. Leslie; Mr. J. B. Pagel; Mr. R. Alexander; Mr. Samucd 
Gloacester ; E. Jennings ; M. Malyen, 

Passengers per William Miles, for Bengal. 

Mrs. J. Pattle; Mrs. C. Baley; Meirine De L’Edney ; Madle D. L’Ealary; 
Mrs. L. Pattle; Mrs. Birch; Miss. M. Pattle; Miss. H. Hayley ; Miss. L: Birch; 
Miss. Ford ; Miss. Ridge ; Major Ridge 4th N. C.; Mr. E. 8. Wade; Wm. Ellis; 
J. Brook ; J. U. Campbell; D. Campbell; E. M. Richardson; J. Johnson ; Char- 
les Ridge ; Edward Ridge; Hannah Pickell ; Jusannah Ssabelia ; Antonelo Ham- 
med- 








Commercial Reports, 


In consequence of the Doorga Pooja Holidays which commenced on the day 
of our last pablication and only terminate to-morrow, business has been cumplete- 
by ata stand and we have nothing new to state respeeting markets. We beg to 
correct and error in stating the numper of vessels with their tonnage which were 
despatched from hence from the ist January to the Sist Angust of the last and 
present years respectively, being for the above period in 1818 eighty-five vessis 
measuring 40,464 tons, and for 1819 fifty-two vessels measuring 21,700 tons ing 
stead of what was stated in our 61st number. (EP. ¢ 





BANK OP BENGAL RATES. 


Discount on Private Bill, 


ee oe ° 7 per Cent 
Discount on Government Bills of Exchange, ° 


6 ditto 





Discount on Goverament Salary Bills, .. 6 ditto 
inte: est on Loans on Deposit, +e ee : 6 ditto 
PRICE OF BULLION. 

Spenish Dollars, ee Sicca Rupees 205 to 205-8 .. per 100 
Zechins, ade ditto os ditto 
Venciians, ne ditto i ditto 
German Crowns, .. ditte - ditto 
Star Pagodas, ee ditto ee ditto 





Printed at he Union Press, in Garstin's Bildings, near the Barkshall and the Exchangoe 





